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<blockquote><h2><b>This suddenly makes so much sense!</b></h2><p>After reading <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/wibble-wobbegong/697136923347697664/kicking-my-feet-giggling-twirling-my-hair-i-will">wibble-wobbegong’s theory </a>that Mike completely understood that Will was talking about himself in the van, I’m having divine revelations!</p><p><b>Do you want to go on a journey with me? Let’s begin!</b></p><p><b><br/></b></p><p>Do you think Mike understands the <i>extent</i> of the true romantic meaning of Will’s confession YET?</p><p><i><b>YET?</b></i></p><p>I don’t think so. That will only happen when Will decides to tell him, because that information is Will’s alone to impart. </p><p>But here’s an idea: Mike almost certainly interprets it as Will using El as a cover, because subconsciously, <b>he wishes Will felt the same as he does.</b> </p><p>How do we know this? </p><p>Because Mike used El as a cover in much the same way at Rink O Mania.  </p><p>Thus, Mike registered Will’s love as a reflection of his own, not as a standalone confession, which is why Mike does not shy away from the emotions in the moment in the way many viewers think he will do when he explicitly discovers the intensity of Will’s feelings.</p><h2>Mike receives Will’s confession with relief; he views it as an acceptance, an <i>allowance</i>, of his own feelings. </h2><p>Look again at his expressions…</p><p>It looks like disbelief at Will’s forwardness (he visibly leans back and takes a breath):</p><figure data-orig-width="3048" data-orig-height="1762" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c4be82137796176bf38fa2183befc170/9d4c10d82f0739f8-e0/s540x810/ff3756ebd3890b83e4828c6b408108b145e49424.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3048" data-orig-height="1762"/></figure><p>followed by surprise:</p><figure data-orig-width="2910" data-orig-height="1760" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/891b1632f19b66a4d89a33a823e1c796/9d4c10d82f0739f8-f4/s540x810/b771befbf42d8dd5d289a1bd5e454565cd1a4dd9.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2910" data-orig-height="1760"/></figure><p>then restrained excitement and relief:</p><figure data-orig-width="2908" data-orig-height="1770" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/54110094e1d68a1c4655886d204434d2/9d4c10d82f0739f8-4a/s540x810/d2e28bee6fb194d1167f725b67997f0b909008c8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2908" data-orig-height="1770"/></figure><p>Followed by amazement, admiration and, arguably, lovesickness. At the very least, he looks dreamy and fuzzy-warm here:</p><figure data-orig-width="2702" data-orig-height="1762" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/ecb2d49d97ac89d9bb0e57f67135109d/9d4c10d82f0739f8-f6/s540x810/e28f86aacd74f90b8c36361930baf4f28bde30b9.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2702" data-orig-height="1762"/></figure><p>This is very in-character; Mike has always been amazed by Will’s strength, and <b>that admiration is expressed through the attention he pays to Will</b>, as well as his <b>devotion to rescuing and caring for him - </b>despite stereotypes and role models he’s had such as his dad, who seems mostly ineffective. </p><p><b>It is a long-established core personality trait that Mike follows his heart despite what others may think.</b> This is a powerful cornerstone of a personality for someone so young, and highly unlikely to disappear into adulthood. Integrity and instinct will always be a key part of the way Mike moves through the world. </p><p><br/></p><blockquote><p>I also think an aspect of Mike’s hesitance with Will comes from respect. Mike always wants to give him space, never condescends him, and perhaps is reluctant to put their friendship on the line by suggesting that any of his previous behaviour, when Will simply needed a good friend, had romantic undertones.</p></blockquote><h2><br/></h2><p>Anyway, Mike in the van. </p><h2>Let’s now re-contextualise all other s4 scenes through the lens of <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/wibble-wobbegong/697136923347697664/kicking-my-feet-giggling-twirling-my-hair-i-will">wibble’s</a> reading of the van scene, with a completely-aware Mike… </h2><p>At Rink O Mania, Will saw right through Mike’s attempts to use El as a cover, as Wibble said. It’s so subtle and quick that we barely notice it, because this conversation is so full of <i>traviamentos</i>: paths untaken. Let’s run a few scenarios.</p><p>The actual script:</p><p><b>Will: Not there?<br/></b></p><p><b>Mike: No. Why didn’t you tell me she was having trouble?</b></p><p><b>Will: I didn’t know they were going to be here, Mike!</b></p><p><b>Mike: Yeah but you knew she was having trouble for like a year and didn’t tell me. </b></p><p><b>Will: I didn’t know she was lying to you!</b></p><p><b>Mike: So that’s why you decided to be a douche to her all day?</b></p><p><b>Will: I wasn’t being a douche!</b></p><p><b>Mike: You WERE! You were, you were rolling your eyes, you were moping, you were barely talking, you basically sabotaged the whole day!</b></p><p><b>Will: Well she was lying to you, Mike! Straight to your face ever since you got here! </b></p><p><br/></p><p>It could have gone like this:</p><p><b>Will: Not there?</b><br/></p><p><b>Mike: No. Why didn’t you tell me she was having trouble?</b></p><p><b>Will: I thought you already knew!</b></p><p>This would cut to the chase and suggest, rightly, that it wasn’t Will’s place to do so. Instead, the dialogue implies that Mike expects Will to inform him, consult him, communicate with him on important matters. This is a brilliant piece of subtle character work, and is also backed up by<b> this trick or treating scene in s2, </b>which is so comically married couple-ish that we have to laugh. </p><figure data-orig-width="3022" data-orig-height="1746" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b6661b74ad5abe52f54c192cafd3249a/9d4c10d82f0739f8-c9/s540x810/59e7c0d491097d0010f0a87e6fecb130d35185bd.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3022" data-orig-height="1746"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2780" data-orig-height="1736" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5ffc87affe39e6036cecbe93584831a3/9d4c10d82f0739f8-c9/s540x810/bee5f552050ad6ef87e122306ce8cc81bddef5dd.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2780" data-orig-height="1736"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2938" data-orig-height="1740" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2030cdf49d8d55336e5fadea319ab208/9d4c10d82f0739f8-80/s540x810/7ac6c19c4bcb05886dd94389da70501114adf859.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2938" data-orig-height="1740"/></figure><p>I’m sorry Michael, <b>he should have checked with you? </b>Yes, Mike is the de facto leader of the party, but this doesn’t only imply that; it also implies that Will has been making deputy-leader decisions on behalf of Mike, which I find hilariously adorable. I mean, when did Will even approve of Max joining them? She literally just jumped out of a bush at them 15 minutes ago. </p><p><b><i>We’ll return to this halloween moment later on. </i></b></p><p>Back to the Rink O Mania fight. </p><p>Will chose to explicitly say to Mike that <b>he didn’t know El was lying to him. </b>Here, Will acts as a delayed stand-in for the audience, a Greek-chorus-too-late. <b>He highlights that El is LYING to Mike. </b>We realise that the humorous contrast of the Cali opening sequence, where what El described in her letter to Mike contrasted with what we saw on the screen, was not just lighthearted humour and innocence, but also a precursor to a major theme of their storyline this season and the show overall: lies. </p><p><br/></p><p>Let’s try another Rink O Mania fight scenario. </p><p><b>Will: Not there?</b></p><p><b>Mike: No. Why didn’t you tell me she was having trouble?</b></p><p><b>Will: I didn’t know they were going to be here, Mike!</b></p><p><b>Mike: Yeah but you knew she was having trouble for like a year and didn’t tell me. </b></p><p><b>Will: Why is it my place to do that?</b></p><p>What would Mike say to this? Would Will ever even dare say this to Mike, when their previously established relationship has always been about close communication? If we look back at that trick or treat moment, we can see that immediately after Mike walks off, Will’s face drops. The moment means more to him than simply who joins them for Halloween. We know this because Mike’s grumpiness, combined with the masked trick or treaters coming along and scaring Will,<b> become enough of a trigger to push him into the Upside Down. </b></p><figure data-orig-width="2874" data-orig-height="1044" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/c85b809fc21a28d4f4d827fdf6a12008/9d4c10d82f0739f8-64/s540x810/be7a4bed07263abe7b6528e5fb9947bca44c2e87.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2874" data-orig-height="1044"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2706" data-orig-height="986" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/34a046f76f79e9a9651cb84e88280d37/9d4c10d82f0739f8-df/s540x810/2da20d0f2b46dddd783ec35032c27521eaf0b7d7.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2706" data-orig-height="986"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2858" data-orig-height="1734" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a81c9b706e6ea44532a026603726ff6b/9d4c10d82f0739f8-45/s540x810/e514e4e79fabb356dde33031c388be7b0acfef65.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2858" data-orig-height="1734"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2906" data-orig-height="1734" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/23fc1eddfefa266e0fcc906609f108e1/9d4c10d82f0739f8-8e/s540x810/9205864eae7ca4868a896b7a83295327d5bec8c5.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2906" data-orig-height="1734"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2926" data-orig-height="1760" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/255a156552e34c251e5c18521a48d017/9d4c10d82f0739f8-d1/s540x810/34762805b9d31ea4ebc2b7426037f6b4032758b8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2926" data-orig-height="1760"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="2744" data-orig-height="1746" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/45317172a24fbe253d1b3a65b09ea065/9d4c10d82f0739f8-5f/s540x810/4687591d0dfbab7775aa087aba954f37bc3b68e9.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2744" data-orig-height="1746"/></figure><p>Will is so taken aback that he literally falls to the floor, and lands in the Upside Down, the place of his trauma. <b>Fear and emotional conflict precede his movement into this horrorscape. </b>Fear is a trigger. Will literally fell to the ground here. I don’t think we discuss this enough. We also don’t discuss that the above shot is in slow motion, when he blinks and readjusts to where he is. </p><p><a href="https://www.tumblr.com/wibble-wobbegong/697049463526653952/trans-dimensionality-and-wills-purpose-to-henry?source=share"><i>Wibble-wobbegong also did another great post on Will and transdimensionality here </i></a></p><p><br/></p><h2>But back to Rink O Mania…</h2><figure data-orig-width="2962" data-orig-height="1758" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b2ecfba4039d03fad3d3d2157ba1c155/9d4c10d82f0739f8-99/s540x810/51a47cfd1318e62bbacb88ea11c721a2eadee48a.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2962" data-orig-height="1758"/></figure><p><b>Will: Not there?</b></p><p><b>Mike: No. Why didn’t you tell me she was having trouble?</b></p><p><b>Will: I didn’t know they were going to be here, Mike!</b></p><p><b>Mike: Yeah but you knew she was having trouble for like a year and didn’t tell me. </b></p><p><b>Will: Well I didn’t know she was lying to you!</b></p><p><b>Mike: So that’s why you decided to be a douche to her all day?</b></p><p>THIS. This is the crutch that Will saw right through. What Mike meant was ‘being a douche to me.’ Hell, Mike’s cover - unlike Will’s in the van - lasts all of ten seconds: the next thing Mike says is that Will sabotaged the whole day, and he clearly means for HIM not just for El. </p><p><i>Then, Will literally calls him out:</i></p><p><b>‘What about us?’</b></p><p>Oh boy. Just look at Mike’s face at this sheer BOLDNESS and AUDACITY. </p><figure data-orig-width="2610" data-orig-height="1744" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/676d10c562615ef80084d6c02c79789c/9d4c10d82f0739f8-fd/s540x810/a5a272aaf97b8cb2fafa256419ba71c750c70c83.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2610" data-orig-height="1744"/></figure><p>Will elaborates. <br/></p><p>‘What, you’re mad that I didn’t <b>talk to you?’</b></p><p>Can you even IMAGINE being bold enough to confront someone you’re friends with like this, let alone the person you’re in LOVE with? The cojones on this boy! Will is <b>PAST CARING</b> about what might happen. He brought a fucking painting to the airport. This boy is on a mission. It’s only later, following Mike’s super-confusing signals, that Will falters. At first, he tries and tries; he comforts Mike about El, which is extreme character growth compared to s3 where he thrilled in their split, and then he brings the painting on their road trip. </p><figure data-orig-width="4189" data-orig-height="2953" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a64acb7870f79c5b5124fe541171b4ce/9d4c10d82f0739f8-81/s540x810/0728fe8ec71ad28e5badc38c5fd9ff93155a5b55.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="4189" data-orig-height="2953"/></figure><p>It’s clear in s4 that Mike and El’s aren’t the only conversations that have started to feel more serious, more adult. Will is trying to be sensitive to Mike’s apparent wants rather than his own here; he is hyper-aware of Mike, and <b>paying attention to his every move. </b></p><p>And like Greta Gerwig said in Lady Bird (2017), ‘don’t you think those are the same thing? Love and attention?’</p><p><b>Sound familiar? </b></p><h2>‘You WERE! You were rolling your eyes, you were moping, you were barely talking, you basically sabotaged the whole day!’</h2><p>So… after Will calls Mike out at Rink O Mania, we now know that he <b>sees through Mike to an extent. </b>And the conversation continues to quick-fire, showing that not only are these two comfortable enough with each other to bicker candidly, but that these issues are on the tip of their tongue. Sure, they’re miscommunicating, <b>but they’re not stuttering. </b></p><p>Mike doesn’t elaborate on why he didn’t call Will, because Will fires in quickly about the letters, catching Mike off guard:</p><figure data-orig-width="2646" data-orig-height="1754" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/2389a735277873c08f7fb7dade052b1e/9d4c10d82f0739f8-be/s540x810/86e2d949a034085bddf3a9dd45ffd125fb486057.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2646" data-orig-height="1754"/></figure><h2>Hey Mike, why don’t you put some jam on your eyelids and invite your brows down for tea?</h2><p>Instead of explaining that he <i>did </i>try to call Will, Mike’s brain rushes to establish that letters are for El because she’s his girlfriend. I love this line, because it doesn’t have a relation to anything except to show that Mike is more concerned with maintaining a status quo -<i> letters are for girlfriends. </i><b>What happened to logic over emotion, Mike?</b></p><figure data-orig-width="2372" data-orig-height="1624" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/b0982e8a51331bef040d6d6e4416fe87/9d4c10d82f0739f8-fa/s540x810/40f09b51a189606c717271af9a5e41566f3655b7.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2372" data-orig-height="1624"/></figure><p>The Rink O Mania fight intensifies when Will asks </p><h2><b>‘…and us?’</b></h2><p>Now, I’ve seen a lot of people say that Will was being completely innocent here, like he was during the rain fight in s3. But I disagree on both counts. The implication is BOTH platonic and romantic, both times. <i>In s3, Will had just called El a stupid girl and said Mike was ruining their friendship. <b>Will was lamenting his lost childhood, AND lashing out about Mike’s romantic prospects.</b> </i>The implication was both romantic and platonic.</p><p>The same goes here. Even if Will wanted to ask the status of his and Mike’s friendship, even if it was solely platonic, it would NOT be phrased like this. Imagine speaking to a close friend you had a crush on about the status of your friendship since they’d become romantically unavailable. If you wanted to be subtle, you would NOT speak about the two of you in the same breath as them and their new partner, because such a comparison has way too many romantic implications. </p><p>We know Will is aware of context and human behaviour from his perceptivity about how Mike was acting at the rink: ‘you’re mad I didn’t talk to you?’ <b>Will KNOWS the implications of comparing his and Mike’s relationship, whatever shape that takes, to Mike and El’s.</b> He simply no longer gives a fuck about not being honest with Mike. <b>He respects Mike too much to not tell him how he feels. </b>He’s been pushing Mike away all year, but it hurts too much, and now he wants Mike to know, even if it yields nothing. This has been Will’s conflict in s4 and beyond: tell Mike and ruin our friendship, or keep ripping off the bandaid and being in pain? Will expects pain either way. At least, this way, he can be true to Mike. You can see all of this conflict in Will’s eyes when he’s painting right at the start of s4. Those eyes speak volumes. </p><figure data-orig-width="3142" data-orig-height="1044" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/36aa400e0504b98e376b14c02da75d12/9d4c10d82f0739f8-63/s540x810/09e4184a9f9cb5d306c645382723c727aef772fa.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="3142" data-orig-height="1044"/></figure><p><b>Will was planning on opening up fully to Mike when they meet again in California.</b> This is the only explanation for his wanting to give Mike the painting, because what else was he hoping? That Mike would ditch El for him? No way. That’s not Will Byers. </p><h2>Right - on from Rink O Mania. Now we’re at the Byers House. </h2><p>After El leaves, Mike is worrying her note in his hand. The three boys have clearly been discussing what to do: they are in Jonathan’s room. Why would they be there unless Jonathan had just been with them before going to get a drink? This also makes Jonathan’s return to the doorway less creepy (but it will forever be hilarious)</p><figure data-orig-width="2712" data-orig-height="1744" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/4a0e2e07ff33039613e11649019ef894/9d4c10d82f0739f8-d2/s540x810/252f606dd8e1aa8484579ce44dfb84e1e570b353.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2712" data-orig-height="1744"/></figure><p>I enjoy that Jonathan appreciates a good landscape painting. </p><p>Anyway, before Jonathan returns, Mike does something we have NEVER SEEN HIM DO. <i><b>He flirts. </b></i>This blew my mind when I first saw it.</p><figure data-orig-width="2912" data-orig-height="5102" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/97bed06dafc8f77a2e54892eff2b9df1/9d4c10d82f0739f8-9c/s540x810/4bfe51d859a74ab714230e5abb61e5a9cd7c8fe5.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2912" data-orig-height="5102"/></figure><p>I mean, the moment is SERIOUS. They’re discussing El’s disappearance and Hawkins’ fate. Will is being attentive, mature, listening to Mike. Mike doesn’t see his internal conflict, because Will is an excellent hider. </p><p>But then, after Will mentions being saved - which is a vulnerable admission of gratitude for his friends - Mike proceeds to SMIRK. Michael Wheeler decides to change the entire tone of this exchange. <b>He directs the conversation into new waters. He is choosing to establish a new shape for the friendship between him and Will. </b>This is groundbreaking - we can tell by the stunned look on Will’s face before he plays along with the joke. There is literal warmth and relief in the air, and it’s made all the better by the duality of the mood: is it reaffirmed friendship? Is it lighthearted solidarity in the face of danger? Is it romance? </p><h2><i><b>Is it all three??</b></i></h2><p>We, the audience, don’t <i>know </i>yet. But we can <i>feel. </i></p><p>Next up, we see Mike come to Will’s room after packing. </p><p><b>Mike bursts right in.</b></p><p>Did Mike knock? Who knows. Clearly he views Will intimately enough to burst in on him. They’re in a hurry I guess. But what if Will was changing? Mike then closes the door. Lol, Jonathan - not this time!</p><figure data-orig-width="2638" data-orig-height="1748" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e222d6e665a69e21303bd3a283bd7eae/9d4c10d82f0739f8-3a/s540x810/2641045b52de68063e99566c66bd4faf9ea3ff9e.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2638" data-orig-height="1748"/></figure><h2>’I never really unpacked.’</h2><p>Real subtle, Duffers. Sowing the seeds for a potential Vecna-ing. Brilliant stuff.</p><p>Mike then proceeds, again, to flirt with Will. It’s subtle because the friendship between these two has always been intimate and gentle. But then Will gets flustered, and it’s like a reiteration of what Mike did in Jonathan’s room. <b>It’s Mike who changes the tone. </b>Mike is out here making moves. You could say he is fresh out of fucks - his girlfriend has just been arrested and taken away to an undisclosed location, and boy is out here dressed like a citizen of Toy Town flirting with his oldest friend. Or maybe it’s a subconscious almost-surfacing of complex feelings that have long been simmering away underneath. </p><p>Has Will ever met this Mike before? He doesn’t seem to know how to handle it.</p><figure data-orig-width="2432" data-orig-height="5109" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/93640e5c88075b71633d5fb4a52fa913/9d4c10d82f0739f8-dd/s540x810/3e4a6b8eef9178071c0b573259e6b31510fa23fc.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2432" data-orig-height="5109"/></figure><p>Also notice Will’s elevator eyes and turn away. <b>The tone change is being set for the audience, and it was set in motion by Mike - both in the narrative, and for us as viewers.</b> We then see Mike take a deep breath and shake himself out of something. We see him physically refocus. </p><p>The tone has been set. This is romantic. You can feel the electricity. <i>They</i> can feel the electricity. And the question the audience has been asking since Mike’s wtf hug at the airport - <i>have we seen Mike and Will like this before? Is this new?</i> - is answered when we suddenly remember that <b>YES</b>, we’ve seen this before. Only, we didn’t fully register it then:</p><figure data-orig-width="500" data-orig-height="248" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/e62275a1c9dff30384b0f2f4d22c7b2e/9d4c10d82f0739f8-d5/s540x810/68e6b47fd0cda7c9bb4aa9874685908e0328b028.gif" alt="image" data-orig-width="500" data-orig-height="248"/></figure><p>and</p><figure data-orig-width="2859" data-orig-height="1718" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/fcc80b35b545284e35c867b7a4c66e52/9d4c10d82f0739f8-3a/s540x810/fca08bc1c285398e20ebf0e5a5dbe274bb2de660.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2859" data-orig-height="1718"/></figure><p>Now let’s move on to the deserty-beautiful episode 5… The Nina Project!</p><h2>I love episode 5 Will and Mike.</h2><p>They’re in a new place, out under the sky, on the road, with new people - we get to see Will’s sand-themed ensemble in all it’s checkered glory, and Mike and Argyle are strangers whose interactions so far have been fraught and odd, and now they’re stuck in a van together. It’s a recipe for brilliant comedy. <b>But Mike and Will still find a way to continue this newfound Thing that is budding between them. </b></p><h2>Remember, we are re-contextualising all Byler scenes through the prism of Mike understanding Will’s true meaning during the van confession. </h2><p>THE GRAVE DIGGING SCENE.  They are digging a grave, and still distracted by this electricity between them. This will never not be giggle-worthy. </p><figure data-orig-width="2748" data-orig-height="1760" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/f5b5e56b083a707ceefbb038f1693daf/9d4c10d82f0739f8-0e/s540x810/e8305ad17204cbe10a613ac9202755b8f0de2f75.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2748" data-orig-height="1760"/></figure><figure data-orig-width="3032" data-orig-height="1764" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/08bb084906747310f381e7d41d299d4d/9d4c10d82f0739f8-ba/s540x810/92faabd98461256933d41632d7df358decc2d0f1.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3032" data-orig-height="1764"/></figure><p>Of course, Will was concerned for him, but we can see the moment change and hear the music come in. Mike was lost in thought, but his demeanor also changes when he locks eyes with Will. He gets flustered. This is a straight fact. <b>Undertones that may have existed in their relationship are visibly becoming overtones.</b></p><p>Let’s say, for conjecture’s sake, that Mike was uncomfortable because he suspected Will likes him. The same Mike who was just FLIRTING WITH WILL, you mean? If so, then the following scene, the intimate car-top heart to heart, wouldn’t be possible. <b>Mike would instead have been avoiding Will at all costs. </b></p><p>Instead, they are immediately sat on top of a car together, having an emotionally open conversation. <b>There is even a connecting piece of dialogue,</b> Will’s voiceover to Mike re: Argyle, which also functions as a connector, implying Will’s inner voice to himself regarding Mike. </p><figure data-orig-width="2568" data-orig-height="1760" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5651d42bc6ef7f68fe31e48a501e6299/9d4c10d82f0739f8-e4/s540x810/bdbfd594201a8dedd509f0344ef3adbbdf33f311.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2568" data-orig-height="1760"/></figure><p><b>‘You can’t let him get to you.’ </b></p><p>Oh, Willeth. He already has. </p><h2>BUT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT MIKE’S POV HERE! </h2><p>On the cartop, we get the sense that Mike has a nagging, unresolved conflict inside him, and he needs to talk to Will about it. Mike is also coming to terms with this new, mature, attentive Will. Perhaps he expected Will to demand more information, <i>what do you mean, what should you have said to her Mike? </i>as he might have done in s3. We get a hint of this later, when Mike concedes that worrying about his romantic relationship with El seems petty considering their situation. <b>Mike is pre-empting being shot down. He feels like a burden. </b></p><p><b>But this new Will is soft and attentive, like in s2, way before Mike had any hope. He shows no signs of jealousy. </b></p><h2>NEXT, the phone booth under the desert sky. </h2><p>In many Byler moments, their rescue mission overrides their emotion, which is how most characters in ST function. Yet, the undercurrent is always there. In the phone scene, this manifests through Mike and Will touching hands: Mike clutches the phone at an intimate proximity to Will’s face, and Will places both hands on the phone to steady it, one covering Mike’s. </p><figure data-orig-width="2348" data-orig-height="5109" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/1d213d2aa7bf09413bdbb5ae530eecb3/9d4c10d82f0739f8-c6/s540x810/6ec897ee1feb53245cc301aa37d932a75cb33001.jpg" alt="image" data-orig-width="2348" data-orig-height="5109"/></figure><p>If this was platonic, Mike would be the one acting oddly, not Will. Mike should have removed his hand. And he does, in the next instance, when he hands the phone to Jonathan! They even show us this direct contrast to underline it, within the space of one scene! </p><p>We hit Suzie’s house, which is its own thing deserving of analysis, and then it’s the van scene. <b>Keep in mind that we are conjecturing that Mike fully understands what Will is saying here.</b></p><p>Mike is thrilled to hear Will finally talk about how he feels, after spending all s4 doing anything but. <b>The van speech is the most Will has said to Mike in almost a year. </b></p><p>When Mike was mad at Will for not talking, it was because he wanted to hear about Will’s year in California, he wanted to hear about his life, because he cares about him and what he is going through. He wants his friend back too. <b>He is paying full attention to Will. </b></p><figure data-orig-width="3198" data-orig-height="1754" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/71cb3a5da8fed9423e31e11e64e04050/9d4c10d82f0739f8-f5/s540x810/eeb8462a75aa9799ccf194b66c08e8edcb0882cb.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3198" data-orig-height="1754"/></figure><p>So to hear Will suddenly spew all these feelings in the van… </p><h2><b>well, Mike knows that using someone as a cover for your feelings is possible, because he did it! </b></h2><p>A few days ago no less! But more than that, Will uses the very same person that Mike did as a cover: El. And El isn’t just a friend. She’s Mike’s girlfriend. As we established <i>when Will compared El and Mike’s relationship to his and Mike’s friendship</i> at Rink O Mania, bringing someone romantic into a platonic comparison <i>has romantic implications. </i></p><p>On top of this, Mike has been hyper-attentive to Will all season, noticing every eye roll and grumble. The idea that he would not recognise the meaning behind Will looking him straight in the face and outrightly crying is absurd. Further evidence: Mike has spent three seasons of this show being a master clue finder, decoder and mystery-solver. </p><p>That’s not to say his head isn’t still riddled with rocks. He is a science guy: logic not emotion. But that doesn’t mean he isn’t affected by emotion, or driven by it against his will. He is a human. <b>Mike’s entire arc and conflict in s4 is based upon the fact that he is a person of logic who is now being overtaken by emotions.</b> In other words, he is coming of age. </p><h2>So what does it mean if Mike knows Will is talking about himself in the van? </h2><p>Without the Dear Billy scenes, where Mike pushes his and Will’s relationship into flirty territory, we could be less sure of his desires regarding Will. It’s the 80s, there’s much to fear, there are so many complications, not least the technicalities regarding Will and El now being brother and sister. But Mike was so confident in his behaviour in those flirty scenes. He is certain, now more than ever, of Will’s importance in his life - and this overrides any doubt. <b>Mike has experienced life without Will every season. He will now choose to never let that happen again. </b></p><p>There are so many instances when mike carelessly and explicitly defies societal expectations to follow his heart regarding Will: <br/></p><ul><li>Taking Will home at halloween, not caring what the others might think of his controlling behaviour</li><li>Rocking up at the Byers’ when Will was out of school in s2 and telling Joyce that he knows about the shadow monster</li><li>Being at the hospital when it’s strictly family there with Will. </li></ul><p><b>What would change now, when things in their lives are getting more serious in every way? </b></p><h2>So we are now post-van scene, and Mike has had his feelings reciprocated. Will’s confession was in code, but that doesn’t matter - because it’s the same code Mike has been using. </h2><p>Mike is content. He is amazed, in admiration and in awe, feeling relief, love, joy. He looks at the painting, stunned. I also believe that regardless of whether you believe Mike heard Will cry or not, it was narratively more important in that moment to show the audience just how devastated Will was than anything else. We the audience are 100% with Will right now, in every way. </p><figure data-orig-width="2880" data-orig-height="1760" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6d32bc73de3f3d5a0aa483e420244170/9d4c10d82f0739f8-37/s540x810/12ce93e604fcfbcc31f149c4f3070e45761c95b6.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2880" data-orig-height="1760"/></figure><p>This is also a beautiful shot in cinematic storytelling that has been done so many times, and it gives a romantic, timeless quality to Will’s storyline, establishing him as one of the most empathetic heroes in the show. <b>If anyone ever forgot about Will Byers in s3, they never will again. </b></p><p>After this, Mike is dealing with a hell of a lot: <br/></p><p>The Cali gang saves El. Mike rushes to her, they hug, they part and we see Will in the middle of the shot. Then Mike then looks to Will with an ambiguous expression. It’s vague, except for the love triangle imagery. Not only would this be an obvious love triangle if they were all friends, but El and Will are now related in the show. Therefore, it HAS to be Will and Mike. </p><h2>But whose POV is this? </h2><p>We already know Will loves Mike. Cinematic storytelling has been telling us so all season, and it’s culminated in the van scene. Will has in all likelihood accepted that he has done what he set out to do: <b>tell Mike how he felt, without any hope or expectation beyond being honest. </b></p><p>But we’re still being bombarded with love triangle imagery. More so than ever? So whose POV is this??</p><h2><b><i>MIKE’S. </i></b></h2><p>In the Pizza place there is more glasses-on fuckery. More avoidance and procrastination, then Argyle interrupts. </p><p>Then, the doozy of cinematic misdirection: the I LOVE YOU SCENE. </p><p>I won’t be speaking about lighting and cinematography too much here - please see <a href="https://apatheticlexicographer.tumblr.com/post/697931577391513600/im-pretty-sure-that-the-people-who-shit-on-the">this post </a>by apatheticlexicographer for a truly brilliant look at the way lights matter in Stranger Things - but in the I Love You scene, it’s not even subtle. Imagine being a filmmaker and putting Will’s head floating behind Mike when he tells El he loves her, while lights flash and everyone is bathed in a death light that illuminates nothing. It’s horrific. I felt dread when I watched this. Storytelling is about creating subconscious feeling in an audience member by showing them pictures and music that, when placed in order, resonate with them and mean something. Cinematography means photography, and photography means drawing with light itself. If you don’t think the feelings you get when seeing the way something is lit are important, then just go outside on a rainy day and see how you feel compared to a sunny one. </p><p><b>But lighting aside, </b>Mike look pained before telling El he loved her. <b>This is a guy who just realised his friend feels the same way he does. </b></p><p>They spent the entire of Mike and Will’s s4 arcs showing us, the audience, that whatever these two feel for each other, it is the same. El, bless her, was just in the middle of the maelstrom - and not even physically. From El’s point of view, she knows none of this. What does she know? She was in the cupboard at Rink O Mania. She was in her bedroom crying or working on the cabin diorama. She was in freaking jail and then at NINA. </p><p>And now she’s with them both, and there’s a painting in Mike’s bag, and they’re showing us this:</p><figure data-orig-width="2846" data-orig-height="1732" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/56cacc1e37f67bab5ae54a83044ae655/9d4c10d82f0739f8-d9/s540x810/abcf91b1c04dc840b94cdc2e98306dc31d1bea5b.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2846" data-orig-height="1732"/></figure><p>And they’re showing how she can piggyback into someone’s mind. It looks like they’re saying LOOK! SHE’S IN MAX’S MIND, MAYBE SHE SEES WHAT’S GOING ON WITH MIKE AND WILL TOO!</p><p><b>But they’re not.</b></p><p>They’re saying this instead:</p><h2>YOU KNOW THAT PIGGYBACKING INTO MAX’S MIND IS A RIFF ON WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING ALL SEASON WITH WILL AND MIKE, RIGHT?</h2><p>Byler isn’t a story device for what’s going on supernaturally. <b>Byler is THE story.</b> The supernatural shit <b>IS</b> the subtext for Byler. </p><figure data-orig-width="2898" data-orig-height="1738" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6e80b702d82fc005b7f6d593c9110160/9d4c10d82f0739f8-eb/s540x810/23e4118f47bd2137e07c3bc0dd2d4953bccc9e2b.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2898" data-orig-height="1738"/></figure><p>Everything else is subtext. Not the other way around. Honey, it’s been there all along. </p><p><b>And the ending?</b></p><p>That awkward and unnecessary pan from Will to Mike in the van?</p><figure data-orig-width="3202" data-orig-height="1750" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6a7141c4314c1945d1d84c75f79f99a7/9d4c10d82f0739f8-48/s540x810/a385c97bd6e982edd7390c0fd0b3d0b194d3e558.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3202" data-orig-height="1750"/></figure><p>That moment where El ignores Mike in the cabin and slams the door?</p><figure data-orig-width="2662" data-orig-height="1744" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/004274059b25cef4759d8ce0a9bd00ad/9d4c10d82f0739f8-48/s540x810/8f374be04a002ecdefeb7fad8003b93656cadde8.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="2662" data-orig-height="1744"/></figure><p>That OBVIOUS AF line up at the end? </p><figure data-orig-width="3182" data-orig-height="1746" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3e55241f7ff6c614dbbe564563c4a8f0/9d4c10d82f0739f8-b1/s540x810/3c2617874a00df32d35c1dec6fd6d50c95ddc080.png" alt="image" data-orig-width="3182" data-orig-height="1746"/></figure><p>I mean, look at this shot without byler goggles on. It’s just so stylised. What happened to the subtlety of season 1, where it was just a beat-down old cop and a couple of precocious kids? No longer. This is hardcore, badass epicness. They are GOING FOR IT MAN. </p><p>I want to conclude with a thought experiment, a celebration of the flood of articles and features that will be incoming in 2024. I saw a post on here about those trashy titles that will deride byler, but imagine the beautiful editorials? The black and white photoshoots, the Esquire and Vanity Fair spreads when this sci-fi mystery show is revealed to have been one big declaration of love between two boys. The whole world will be analysing to the moon and back, rewatching, articles everywhere will be like</p><h2>TWO BOYS FALLING IN LOVE? STRANGER THINGS HAVE HAPPENED</h2><p>and</p><h2><b>THE STORY BEHIND THE MOST ROMANTIC TV SHOW OF THE YEAR:</b> How a beloved sci-fi mystery became an icon of LGBT storytelling </h2><p>and </p><h2><i>STRANGER THINGS: AN EMOTIONAL, UNIVERSAL STORY ABOUT FIRST LOVE</i></h2><p>and </p><h2><b>STAND BY ME: </b><i>How eighties kids finally got the gay love story they deserved </i></h2><p>and </p><h2><b>A COMPLICATED AFFAIR … </b>THE DUFFER BROS ON THE TEN YEAR JOURNEY BEHIND STRANGER THINGS </h2><p><br/></p><p>and let me tell you, it will be <b>GLORIOUS. </b></p></blockquote>
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<small><b>She-Hulk: Attorney at Law</b></small><small> (2022 - ) 1.05: </small><small><i>Mean, Green, and Straight Poured Into These Jeans</i></small>

<br/></p></blockquote>
<p><b>Okay I’m not watching the show so I could be totally off about this since I only see short clips and gifs about it but everytime I see something about it, it almost always seems like it’s Jen feeling uncomfortable with herself &amp; what people ask of her plus everyone lecturing her about what she should look like and what she should do with &amp; in her life without asking her how she feels about it &amp; cutting her off when she tries to express herself. 😕</b></p></blockquote>
<p>Jen is going through a lot after accidentally getting some of her cousin’s radioactive blood in her. She thought she was in the clear because she wasn’t in a struggle against an alter ego like Bruce, but she’s experiencing being two people in a different way.</p><p>People simply treat her differently when she’s She Hulk compared to when she’s just Jennifer Walters.</p><p>Men are interested in She Hulk, but not Jen.</p><p>She was hired by her new law firm specifically to be the face of its superhuman law division, and her boss requires her to be in She Hulk form as a condition of employment.</p><p>The media dubbed her She Hulk, and she not only had to get used to that simply being her “professional name,” but also had to take someone to court for trying to snipe the trademark from her to market a line of beauty products.</p><p>She wins that trial only because her dating profile showed her already using the She Hulk name, but her case required her to bring in several dates to testify that they were only interested in She Hulk (which was humiliating).</p><p>She’s finding herself having to be a superhero, despite her just wanting to be a lawyer.</p><p>Oh, and there’s a crew of people looking to steal her blood.</p><p>She’s lost control of her life. A lot of people are trying to help her make the best of it, some more well-intentioned than others, but she’s still watching her life turn upside down.</p><p>It’s a funny show, but that humor is being used to tell a story that’s actually kinda sad.</p>
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<blockquote><p>“El’s not stupid”</p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://flower-road.tumblr.com/post/695668497168138240/robinbuckly-maya-hawke-and-camila-mendes-take-lie" class="tumblr_blog">flower-road</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://robinbuckly.tumblr.com/post/695575430178242560/maya-hawke-and-camila-mendes-take-lie-detector" class="tumblr_blog">robinbuckly</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small><a href="https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8-ZDIEvDJk">Maya Hawke and Camila Mendes Take Lie Detector Tests</a></small></p></blockquote>
<p>let’s fucking go <a class="tumblelog" href="https://tmblr.co/MWn-sy8EQh3ySq6yjaxU6FA">@cmollyo</a> </p></blockquote>


<p>Hehehe. Love how she elaborated on the Steve one </p></blockquote>


<p>She tries to dodge the question before finally saying the truth.</p><p>Steve and Nancy like each other, but his dream is to start a huge family with her. They want different things. If Nancy were to end up with Steve, it sounds like little more than a better version of Nancy&rsquo;s parents&rsquo; marriage.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a similar situation with Jonathan, at least at the moment. He knows their paths are incompatible, and he refuses to risk her giving up her own dreams for him out of fear of her growing to resent him.</p><p>Nancy wants to go to Emerson and study Journalism, so she can become a successful reporter. Neither Steve nor Jonathan&rsquo;s own goals have them following her down that road.</p><p>I could see her being happy with either of them someday, but not before she established her career.</p>
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</b></i><br/><br/> A nerd is a person seen as overly intellectual, obsessive, introverted or lacking social skills. Such a person may spend inordinate amounts of time on unpopular, little known, or non-mainstream activities, which are generally either highly technical, abstract, or relating to topics of <b><i>science fiction or fantasy</i></b>, to the exclusion of more mainstream activities.
<br/>Individuals who are labeled as “nerds” are often the target of bullying due to a range of reasons that may include physical appearance or social background, such as their <b><i>indifference to popularity</i></b> or social context. 
<br/>Originally derogatory, the term “nerd” was a stereotype, but as with other pejoratives, it has been reclaimed and redefined by some as a term of pride and <i><b>group identity</b></i>.
</small></small></p></blockquote>
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<p>They should solve crimes. Or commit crimes. Whichever. </p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p><b><span style="color: #f8cf02">COBRA KAI</span><small> (2018– ) </small></b></p></blockquote>


<p>Come on, Eli. You know this is exactly the kind of person you want to spend your life with: a badass nerd who knows you better than anyone.</p>
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<blockquote><blockquote><p><small>I’m coming home.</small></p></blockquote></blockquote>
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<p>Oh, Mike&hellip;</p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://padmaemidala.tumblr.com/post/692698145995538432/will-gives-a-small-smile-back-but-then-he-turns" class="tumblr_blog">padmaemidala</a>:</p><blockquote><blockquote><p><small>Will gives <b>a small smile back</b> – but then he turns and looks out the window and that smile fades – <b>giving way to melancholy.</b></small></p></blockquote></blockquote>
<p>I can see why they went with “Yeah?” “Yeah.” considering they wanted to be more subtle.</p><p>“You really think so?”<br/></p><p>“I <i>know </i>so.”<br/></p><p>That would have made it so obvious that Will was talking about his own feelings instead of El’s. Mike would have to be the dumbest person alive to not pick up on that.</p>
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<p>Well&hellip;damn. </p><p>There&rsquo;s just something about those Wheelers.</p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://kieumy-vu.tumblr.com/post/691039417851396096/stranger-things-season-4-episode-4-dear-billy" class="tumblr_blog">kieumy-vu</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small><b>STRANGER THINGS</b><br/>Season 4, Episode 4 — “Dear Billy”<br/><i>Lucas on the Line </i>by Suyi Davies<br/><br/></small></p></blockquote>
<p>I wasn’t going to get this book because I figured they’re all non-canon at this point, but this author seems to have had access to the scripts. I might have to get it now. Maybe they’re more “official” than the other things, like the comics.</p><p>Lucas and Max really proved me wrong about their relationship, and I couldn’t be happier about it.</p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://beaulesbian.tumblr.com/post/690767220593262592/i-know-lot-of-people-already-made-posts-about-how" class="tumblr_blog">beaulesbian</a>:</p><blockquote><p>i know lot of people already made posts about how mike was acting with el, which the show parallels to her father figures (brenner, hopper). <br/></p><p>but i was rewatching the 4x6 and this scene just looked so much like the bathtub scene, that’s just so weird and funny? <br/></p><p>i always wondered how the suzie house fit into the bigger scheme of the show, and this part just makes sense AFTER you watch 4x9. incredible! <br/></p><p>(not saying mike didn’t “look genuine” or didn’t care for el, but the way his monologue didn’t work and was full of things she didn’t want to hear or just things that weren’t true. the parallels in this show!)<br/></p></blockquote>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "f1ffda74b67d06ad88be7d739c715dcb579fe90f.png",
 "f1ffda74b67d06ad88be7d739c715dcb579fe90f.png",
 "d1a0a9f81516e2ac7b81e8c51385577665eb7cf2.png",
 "5d98149b47554f6be5f458e78da5da2e857193c0.png",
 "4e32df85fcacfbe609f38a644da6b634f0c7e781.png",
 "892bad112d45620f3505db203903ad417705e9cb.png",
 "9f6802cd2fc4b0357d554a5dcfa80b484cba9247.png",
 "daa01f41b8301c26481ed61516a225143488c72f.png",
 "7d5dce282ec129fe3f953866c7c01855fe1ebe0e.png",
 "ce547fc9c902abf047ea10217d7464b7a5f2d10d.png"

Post id: 689684336252960768
Date: 2022-07-13 17:43:57 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/689684336252960768
Slug: beaulesbian-you-dont-have-to-say-anything-i-was
Reblog key: dGn9nLUO
Reblog url: https://beaulesbian.tumblr.com/post/689683765039104000/you-dont-have-to-say-anything-i-was-being-a
Reblog name: beaulesbian
Photo url: https://64.media.tumblr.com/9178af5515579e20997bfb5ee1b17774/462d7b588b76c69a-df/s540x810/5a4165c838616dbd10ec799093f39060ba2a8ff3.gif
Photo set urls: https://64.media.tumblr.com/9178af5515579e20997bfb5ee1b17774/462d7b588b76c69a-df/s540x810/5a4165c838616dbd10ec799093f39060ba2a8ff3.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/1f8800b443d7191de9780524a59a474b/462d7b588b76c69a-7e/s540x810/2e31f5b0324aa074926f911fb90cf06a8e9496f4.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/64e4211aa850965d9e40a534b3c020c7/462d7b588b76c69a-4d/s540x810/4635568e98f558b24493b5cf7669a6a5cc9bd3d9.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/783b90a2bd557681892bb4a47b470051/462d7b588b76c69a-f9/s540x810/2bd47987e738191873fa776742067e506d2cc26e.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/49da834ebe276686c4b8d1c4c43c19af/462d7b588b76c69a-69/s540x810/60e4fe95b915ee61b607c5672472364e5400eb0f.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/8a7c5090cfd9de6d3c982274a34d7ff3/462d7b588b76c69a-97/s540x810/ff6b463cd1af0e195b8c594982a7c9a4efa4c19a.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/2f3c7f6a9fe2a5afd3c2b76c5b4889c6/462d7b588b76c69a-0e/s540x810/62bde82d4be82d80cb25651b46f9db9554a1e245.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/bc377666554108a2e724a4ab04519bef/462d7b588b76c69a-16/s540x810/d031945c38c1ee86482b14fa99cc4d577cfcb666.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/57155761628e0702c7b3e1dc6160d18b/462d7b588b76c69a-10/s540x810/06b5e215b9849b80d9e7c206665fd57d84956c0e.gif https://64.media.tumblr.com/abfcf5289d80fd67db718982233e228c/462d7b588b76c69a-f9/s540x810/d99dc3dfdb238d8ca0938fc7a47067ae76a27de5.gif
Photo caption: <p><a href="https://beaulesbian.tumblr.com/post/689683765039104000/you-dont-have-to-say-anything-i-was-being-a" class="tumblr_blog">beaulesbian</a>:</p><blockquote><figure data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="260" class="tmblr-full"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/3d2b31fc35236bae47987ed3bc00d3ee/462d7b588b76c69a-fe/s540x810/fa409f9800700ed2b3c4f376ec72aa8bd7b9898d.gif" alt="image" data-orig-width="540" data-orig-height="260"/></figure><p><i><small>You don’t have to say anything. I was being a total jerk to El. I deserved it. </small><br/></i></p></blockquote>
<p>At the very least, we now know we weren’t “overanalyzing” the situation here. We had it dead on.</p>
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<p>That Friday would have been March 28, 1986. That was the day the film <i>Lucas</i> was released in theaters. </p><p>Perhaps unintentional, but an interesting bit of trivia.</p>
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Photo caption: <p>Will’s pinky strokes Mike’s thumb, and his other hand curls up to stroke Mike’s back.</p><p>Coincidence, or is Noah just giving it 110% to sell that Will loves Mike?</p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://shivyroys.tumblr.com/post/688625595322597376/these-past-few-months-shes-ive-been-so-lost" class="tumblr_blog">shivyroys</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small>These past few months, <strike>she’s</strike> <i>I’ve</i> been so lost without you. </small></p></blockquote>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://endiness.tumblr.com/post/688579628395315200/lets-hope-one-is-dead-and-rotting-hes-not" class="tumblr_blog">endiness</a>:</p><blockquote><blockquote><p><small><i>“Let’s hope One is dead and rotting.” <b>“He’s not.”</b></i></small></p></blockquote></blockquote>
<p>You know&hellip;</p><p>Everything Will says here about Vecna, can also be said about himself.</p><p>He’s hurt. He’s hurting. But he’s still alive.</p><p>As if we needed more connections between them.</p>
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<p>See, it shouldn’t be this easy if it were nothing.</p><p>I hate you, Duffers.</p>
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And if she was going to lose you, I… I think she’d rather just get it over with quick. Like ripping off a Band-Aid.<br/></small></p></blockquote>
<p>Seriously, does Mike not see how Will is desperately trying (and failing) not to cry?</p><p>If he doesn’t know what Will is actually saying here, then he is every bit clueless and oblivious as he’s made out to be.</p>
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<p>I feel like it’s inevitable we’ll get a moment like this again. Maybe when they enter Hawkins?</p><p>Mike is always paying attention to Will, even when he doesn’t want it to look like he is.</p>
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<p>I think this season isn&rsquo;t just about people having hidden pain for Vecna to exploit, but also about the loved ones who feel guilty for not noticing or not doing anything about it.</p><p>It&rsquo;s a type of conformity itself, and that&rsquo;s what&rsquo;s killing the kids, as Eddie would say.</p>
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<p>Best Brother Award goes to&hellip;.</p>
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<p>Mike is absolutely enthralled by Eddie. I&rsquo;m not sure if it&rsquo;s just hero worship or something of a crush, but he&rsquo;s just hanging on Eddie&rsquo;s every word.</p><p>Maybe he can give Mike a little talk when they meet up again? Talk about stuff he&rsquo;s too scared to bring up with Will?</p>
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<p>This hits a bit harder when you remember there&rsquo;s something Will isn&rsquo;t telling Mike because he&rsquo;s afraid Mike won&rsquo;t like it. I always thought he looked a bit guilty here, and I think that&rsquo;s why. It&rsquo;s reminding him that he&rsquo;s lying to Mike, too.</p>
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<p>Jonathan wishes there was something he could do to help, but he knows there isn&rsquo;t. He&rsquo;s a good brother.</p>
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<blockquote><p>based on <a href="https://demigirljoycebyers.tumblr.com/post/686441952546373632/i-see-people-being-like-mike-knew-the-painting">this post</a></p></blockquote>


<p>I have to be honest. I&rsquo;ve seen people say that Mike is glancing back at Will when he asks about friends meeting then at the rink. It happens pretty fast, but I&rsquo;m not sure. He might just be looking over at El.</p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://prettyteenvamp.tumblr.com/post/685414063389491200/cool" class="tumblr_blog">prettyteenvamp</a>:</p><blockquote><blockquote><p><b><i>Cool.</i></b></p></blockquote></blockquote>
<p>This whole scene is Mike very carefully walking the line between friendship and something more. He wants Will to know how much he means to him, but he’s afraid of saying too much. That’s why he goes through a series of slowly escalating terms to describe their relationship. That’s why he uses qualifiers like “maybe” and “or something” when mentioning he felt like he lost Will. That’s why he feels the need to mention El.</p><p>Mike is taking the long road here just to say “Nothing is the same since you’ve left. I feel like I’ve lost you. Whatever happens next, I need you by my side.”</p>
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<blockquote><p><b>STRANGER THINGS CAST REACTS TO INSANE FAN THEORIES<br/></b>↳ <i>“Will and Eleven will start a romance and hide it from Mike.”</i></p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><blockquote><p>
<small><i>Listen, the truth is, the last year has been weird, you know? And I
mean, you know, Max and Lucas and Dustin, they’re great. They’re
great. It’s just… It’s Hawkins. <b>It’s not the same without
you</b>. And I feel like maybe I was worrying too much about El, and, I
don’t know, <b>maybe I feel like I lost you or something</b>. - Mike to Will in s04e04<br/></i></small></p></blockquote></blockquote>
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<blockquote><blockquote><p><small><i>“Hey, also, about the last few days—” “You don’t have to say anything. I… I was being a total jerk to El.”</i></small></p></blockquote></blockquote>


<p>This and the way that Will turns around in a very surprised manner&hellip;</p><p>He constantly puts himself down, feeling like he&rsquo;s just in the way or making things worse for everyone. It&rsquo;s not Will just feeling bad because he made Mike mad. It&rsquo;s him thinking to himself &ldquo;stupid, stop saying anything, you&rsquo;re only making it worse.&rdquo;</p><p>It&rsquo;s a reaction born from a lifetime of being put down anytime you try to stand up.</p>
Tags: 
Downloaded files: "ab96bd70ae4f762ed66aa7e53b33c8682f7ace26.gif",
 "ab96bd70ae4f762ed66aa7e53b33c8682f7ace26.gif",
 "0653d194995f702b6247b378d0d0a3af7738f6c8.gif"

Post id: 686000990244175872
Date: 2022-06-03 01:58:45 GMT
Post url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/hawkinsschoolcounselor/686000990244175872
Slug: hellfireclubshirts-hawkinsschoolcounselor
Reblog key: 5Tq5MXu9
Reblog url: https://www.tumblr.com/blog/view/surferboypizzashirts/685999286132047872
Reblog name: surferboypizzashirts
Photo url: https://64.media.tumblr.com/e165ba2fdc45bf2a580ca7cbee3cacfa/f276eb4155235481-89/s1280x1920/cbf2e439442600f51806a03bd7011288490e5ef8.png
Photo set urls: https://64.media.tumblr.com/e165ba2fdc45bf2a580ca7cbee3cacfa/f276eb4155235481-89/s1280x1920/cbf2e439442600f51806a03bd7011288490e5ef8.png https://64.media.tumblr.com/9d5d62a66e4e870ea73c33709f3ebe65/f276eb4155235481-ff/s1280x1920/d706ce5015968180ad8fbb5a15b02337c324675b.png https://64.media.tumblr.com/4acbac821a01fb0d8f33616421c54893/f276eb4155235481-09/s1280x1920/5fd11d33dc46452c24450a1709a1832619c88320.png https://64.media.tumblr.com/3f466d7dad9a012257968452bca85bb9/f276eb4155235481-5a/s1280x1920/a4241505f07e77218294bd792f11d9d8d027cb3c.png https://64.media.tumblr.com/70f4da04483241d29625ddb3ca0c051a/f276eb4155235481-af/s1280x1920/f8ed3a42bb416e95ca5ecd961f25f72f2042b0b4.png https://64.media.tumblr.com/f88851d2cebc9857b9eeb8ae58e6c097/f276eb4155235481-94/s1280x1920/2e231faca1d6b46478679f55dc8a34b505c1b472.png https://64.media.tumblr.com/a3b9e582f36a6093e846f6e27fc6d353/f276eb4155235481-19/s1280x1920/a47d4c75c060569f8ce73c6b17a26c58c27514f1.png https://64.media.tumblr.com/8e83ddcd1e7f3e18907d07aab700922b/f276eb4155235481-46/s1280x1920/5b841f8f63ab0c695a7718547a57cb91b1ae084e.png
Photo caption: <p><a href="https://hellfireclubshirts.tumblr.com/post/685999286132047872/hawkinsschoolcounselor-tsugarubecker" class="tumblr_blog">hellfireclubshirts</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinsschoolcounselor.tumblr.com/post/685998024980365312/tsugarubecker-dustin-and-assuming" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinsschoolcounselor</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/685997900186140672/tsugarubecker-dustin-and-assuming" class="tumblr_blog">tsugarubecker</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://tsugarubecker.tumblr.com/post/188945316382/dustin-and-assuming-heterosexuality-including" class="tumblr_blog">tsugarubecker</a>:</p>

<blockquote><p>Dustin and assuming heterosexuality (including: Mike being oblivious about heterosexuality, the way he continues to be especially in s3)</p></blockquote>


<p>I FORGOT ABOUT THIS POST</p></blockquote>
<p>Stuff like this is why I don’t understand what they’re doing if Will gets rejected.</p></blockquote>
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<p>Christ, did I somehow miss this while typing notes?</p><p>Dustin, you&rsquo;re a genius, but your depth is limited by your lack of breadth.</p>
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<blockquote><p>Dustin and assuming heterosexuality (including: Mike being oblivious about heterosexuality, the way he continues to be especially in s3)</p></blockquote>


<p>I FORGOT ABOUT THIS POST</p></blockquote>
<p>Stuff like this is why I don’t understand what they’re doing if Will gets rejected.</p>
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<p>And I’m supposed to believe this guy forgot the same brother’s birthday?</p>
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<blockquote><blockquote><p><small>It’s like everyone Vecna targets has something in their life. Something that’s – <b>Hurting them. Haunting them.</b> Yeah. I didn’t really know Patrick, so it was easy to just look the other way, I guess. But I did know you. And I’m sorry I wasn’t there. <b>It’s not your fault.</b> No. <b>I disappeared.</b> No, no, you didn’t.</small></p></blockquote><p><small>Lucas Sinclair and Max Mayfield in <b>STRANGER THINGS 4</b> Vol 1</small></p></blockquote>


<p>Lucas Sinclair found out I said he was too immature for his relationship with Max to work out, and he set out to prove me wrong.</p>
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<blockquote><p><i>If you want Nina to succeed, you cannot hide from the truth, no matter how frightening it may be. </i></p>

<p><b><span style="color: #e00000">S</span><span style="color: #e00000">T</span><span style="color: #e00000">R</span><span style="color: #e00000">A</span><span style="color: #e00000">N</span><span style="color: #e00000">G</span><span style="color: #e00000">E</span><span style="color: #e00000">R</span><span style="color: #e00000"> </span><span style="color: #e00000">T</span><span style="color: #e00000">H</span><span style="color: #e00000">I</span><span style="color: #e00000">N</span><span style="color: #e00000">G</span><span style="color: #e00000">S</span> |</b> 4x07 “The Massacre at Hawkins Lab”  </p></blockquote>


<p>I sort of wonder if Brenner is hinting that he took a look at himself, the good and the bad, after the events of season 1.</p>
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<p>I wasn’t ready for a more nuanced look at Brenner. I was happier just thinking I could hate him.</p><p>Alas, like he says, monsters and superheroes are the stuff of myths and fairy tales. The real world is never that simple.</p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://clarkegriffins.tumblr.com/post/685572851740377088/104-404-but-can-we-talk-about-the-fact-that" class="tumblr_blog">clarkegriffins</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small>1.04 // 4.04<br/><br/> #but can we talk about the fact that will used to make so many drawings for mike, to the point he has a portfolio full of will’s drawings? and then one day el sends a letter telling mike she thinks will likes some girl and that he’s painting something for this girl, and then when he sees will again he treats will differently, cold, awkwardly, which makes no sense since they are best friends and they left on good terms, but then later on he opens up to will, saying that he felt like he lost will, can we talk about that?</small></p></blockquote>
<p>*cough*</p><figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/a1b1f9aa53451ad8391075802532bb88/7b1c2484458d3a9f-9c/s540x810/7728ba5a3b7046b16804fd81e4afdce08fb79b2e.png" data-orig-height="390" data-orig-width="840"/></figure><p>This show has been about Mike and Will’s relationship from the start.</p>
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<p>Should I be reading into the fact that a brother/sister duo got all the glory at the end of episode 1?</p><p>Because I’m totally reading into it.</p>
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<p>This is what gives me the most hope. Mike’s reaction to this is that it really hit home to him.</p><p>It would make no sense for Mike to be afraid of telling El the truth if the truth is that he loves her. That’s what she <b>wants </b>to hear. If Will’s words are truly resonating with Mike, then the only reason he’d be afraid to open up to El like that is if his true feelings would upset her.</p>
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<p>The California storyline may be light on dialogue, but, damn, do they make the most of it. So much of the acting comes from body language and inflection, too. </p><p>Jonathan is still an awesome big brother, even when he has his own worries.</p><p>And, yeah, he knows. He probably knew before Will did.</p>
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<blockquote><p><small>1.04 // 4.04<br/><br/> #but can we talk about the fact that will used to make so many drawings for mike, to the point he has a portfolio full of will’s drawings? and then one day el sends a letter telling mike she thinks will likes some girl and that he’s painting something for this girl, and then when he sees will again he treats will differently, cold, awkwardly, which makes no sense since they are best friends and they left on good terms, but then later on he opens up to will, saying that he felt like he lost will, can we talk about that?</small></p></blockquote>
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<p>They way he paused slightly and didn’t look Joyce in the eye&hellip;</p><p>He knew it was a lie when he said it.</p>
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<p>God, she was so at ease with him, and he seemed genuinely happy, too. </p><p>Damn you, Vecna, for wiping out two smiles that night.</p>
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Photo caption: <p>You know, just a couple of buds looking at each other like buds do.</p><p>Good god, it’s amazing they don’t both spontaneously combust just being in each other’s presence.</p>
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<p>Watch Jonathan before and after that person walks behind Mike.</p><p>He seems to be smiling slightly at first, but when that person walks by, and you can see Jonathan again, it’s gone.</p><p>He knows. He fucking knows.</p><p>Mike is lucky he lived long enough to make nice with Will later.</p>
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<p>Mike jelly over <span class="npf_color_monica">painting</span> he thinks Will drew for a girl:  “<b>cool</b>”. </p><p>Then after Mike apologizes, they both stare longing at eachother and say “<b>cool</b>”. And Will grabs his <span class="npf_color_monica"><b>painting</b></span> to show mike. Omg. </p><figure data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="213"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/5370bec13cd295513d327793003e5362/bee9908548cdd695-ed/s2048x3072/6c818e749bd0155c62286332d93648f3196abcc4.png" data-orig-height="492" data-orig-width="213" data-media-key="5370bec13cd295513d327793003e5362:bee9908548cdd695-ed"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>The more I see this, the more I think that Mike <i>did </i>put two and two together.</p><p>He saw the painting and gets nervous when asking what it is.</p><p>Will responds it’s a painting he’s been working on. The one Mike knows El thinks is for a girl he likes, but he brought to the airport.</p><p>He watches Will visibly deflate and quickly turns away.</p><p>Even Mike couldn’t be this clueless.</p><p>I think he knows.</p><p>I wonder how he felt when Will later brought up being afraid to say how you really feel to people you care the most for because they might not like the truth. </p>
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<p>Mike’s little nod at the end. He’s thought about this before.</p></blockquote>
<p>Also, let’s not gloss over the more direct implications here.</p><p>Will hasn’t told Mike how he really feels because he’s afraid Mike will hate him for it.</p>
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<p>Mike’s little nod at the end. He’s thought about this before.</p>
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<p>My favorite TV show referencing my favorite movie? </p><p>Yes. Very yes.</p>
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<blockquote><p><a href="https://clarkegriffins.tumblr.com/post/685494898917556224" class="tumblr_blog">clarkegriffins</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small>🤔🤔🤔</small></p></blockquote>
<p>Any perceptive person would have connected the dots here.</p><p>However, this is Mike Wheeler we’re talking about.</p><p>He’d sooner think that Will likes someone else and brought the painting with him to the airport for some reason than the possibility that it was for <i>him</i>.</p><p>Mike came into that moment so incredibly guarded that he screwed the whole thing up. He doesn’t think Will likes him. He thinks Will likes someone else. He thinks Will found another Party, after all, which is what he feared most.</p><p>You’re a mess, Mike, but that’s ok. You just need to work through it.</p></blockquote>


<p>oh god, mike really thought that was for him!!! 🥹🥹</p></blockquote>
<p>I don’t think he knew, but he may have hoped it was for him. However, the minute Will told him it was nothing, Mike seemed to close up even more, diverting his attention to Jonathan.</p>
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<p>Any perceptive person would have connected the dots here.</p><p>However, this is Mike Wheeler we’re talking about.</p><p>He’d sooner think that Will likes someone else and brought the painting with him to the airport for some reason than the possibility that it was for <i>him</i>.</p><p>Mike came into that moment so incredibly guarded that he screwed the whole thing up. He doesn’t think Will likes him. He thinks Will likes someone else. He thinks Will found another Party, after all, which is what he feared most.</p><p>You’re a mess, Mike, but that’s ok. You just need to work through it.</p>
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<blockquote><p>
<small>#he prayed for a miracle and there she was; don’t LOOK at me</small>

<br/></p></blockquote>


<p>You&rsquo;re not the curse, Jim. You&rsquo;re just a man who has to keep trying to do better.</p><p>You deserve this moment.</p>
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<p>Except he technically didn’t apologize. Again.</p><p>He did seem like he was about to, but Will cut him off. The boy was completely ready to take it all on himself like he always does.</p><p>Fortunately, Mike shut that shit down.</p><p>The really sad part is just how surprised Will was that he did that. He’s so used to being pushed into to the background that he didn’t even know how to handle the genuineness of Mike’s statement.</p><p>Honestly, should Mike ever actually admit to having feelings for him, I’m not sure Will would even believe him. He doesn’t seem to think he deserves it, or he at least doesn’t ever expect it, and that’s startlingly sad. </p><p>Though, perhaps, it’s not all that surprising, at all. This sort of thing never happened to the gay characters, as few as they were, in any media back then. Will fully expects to be rejected to some extent, but just wants Mike as much as he can have him. </p>
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<p>Pepsi clock? If they sell Pepsi over Coke, then Surfer Boy Pizza is a hard pass for me.</p><p>Right now I’m headcanoning that Argyle and Jonathan are the only two employees of that place. Otherwise, who in their right mind would let this man handle the phone orders?</p>
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<blockquote><p>will’s cruel summer is never ending i hate it here </p></blockquote>


<p>They’re making sure to show Will being not happy. They’d only do that if it was building to something. It’s still annoying, though.</p></blockquote>
<p>It is… at least it’s not baity much, since there’s no Will/Mike scenes but also only 1 scene with Mike/El being touchy. I don’t know anymore x_x</p></blockquote>


<p>It&rsquo;s seriously the most triangle-y scene they could have shown us. Will is literally behind them, sadly looking on. </p><p>I wasn&rsquo;t expecting anything for the boys, as that would be something for release, but I also wasn&rsquo;t expecting confirmation of the triangle.</p>
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<p>&ldquo;Will is selfish.”</p>
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<p>I can&rsquo;t be the only one who sees Eli suck in his lips a bit and check out Demetri after Yasmine starts to walk off.</p><p>Maybe these boys are going to just be friends, but someone might want to let Jacob know that.</p>
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<blockquote><blockquote><p><small>who needs shirts, we don’t need shirts</small></p></blockquote></blockquote>


<p>Choosing to believe this is against the rules but Terry already bribed the ref and now the ref thinks this is why and is very confused.</p></blockquote>
<p>Eli and the ref sharing dumbfounded looks is priceless.</p><p>Also priceless? Eli throwing Demetri his gi and, apparently, looking him dead in the eyes as he flaps his wings at Robby. He totally sees Demetri as the Tory to his Robby. Look at Chris hold his gaze on Demetri when it happens. That boy knows something is up.</p>
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<blockquote>
<blockquote><p>and everything went back to normal, even for just a little while.</p></blockquote>
<p>Chapter Eight: <i>The Upside Down</i></p>
</blockquote>
<p>Will in the 1st episode rolls a 7, but at the end of s1(in this scene) he rolls a 14 (cause they’re “crazy together’). Mike even apologizes to El in s3 when talking about Will and El visiting, and says “sorry I sound like a 7 year old.” They’re 7′s together.</p><p><strike>they’re endgame</strike> XD</p></blockquote>
<p>Is it me, or is that the same smile Mike gave Will at the end of season 3?</p>
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Do you remember the first day that we met? It was the first day of kindergarten. I knew nobody, I had no friends and I just felt so alone and so scared, but I saw you on the swings and you were alone, too. You were just swinging by yourself and I just walked up to you and I asked … I asked if you wanted to be my friend. And you said yes. You said yes. It was the best thing I’ve ever done.

</i><br/></p></blockquote>
<p>This is still my favorite scene in the entire series. The acting, the framing, the lighting, the script, it was all perfect.</p>
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<p>I swear, if they somehow make it so they go the whole season without sharing a conversation on screen&hellip;</p>
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<p>Can we take a moment to appreciate the acting here? I feel like Mike says more in this scene when he isn’t even talking.</p>
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<p>Hers looks like more of a v-neck than Lucas’ did, but they’re very similar.</p>
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<p>Something weird is gonna happen in season 4, and Steve is just going to roll with it. Like, maybe he runs into a newly returned Hopper, and after maybe a second or two he’s just all “You know what, sure, why not.”</p>
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<p>Ok I’ve watched all of She-Ra now ✨🤗✨</p><p>So anyway Byler is endgame</p></blockquote>
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<p>There is something of a parallel, I agree. I’m sure it was not intentional on either show’s part, but there are some commonalities. Will and Catra both have some abandonment issues which ultimately lead to them lashing out at the one they care most about. Meanwhile, Mike and Adorra are both so caught up in what they’re supposed to do that they deprive themselves of what they actually want. I think its presence in both shows is a result of how easily love can turn to anger when fear and insecurity are added to the mix.<br/></p>
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<p>If we don’t get a flashback to Mike and Will meeting or some other kind of scene that recreates it, then I’m going to hate the Duffers for bringing it up in the first place.<br/></p>
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Welcome to the 2021 <b>Hawkins Holiday Hiatus</b>! </h2><p>As the Stranger Things hiatus drags on, the energy and happiness in the fandom has dropped. This is totally understandable. While we’re waiting impatiently for season four, we all want the shooting process to go smoothly and safely. At the end of the day, we’re all fans of Stranger Things, and we’re in this together. </p><p>But I think it’s time we took a hiatus from the hiatus. Let’s stop, take a deep breath, and have some fun! </p><p>The Hawkins Holiday Hiatus is a ’<b>Secret Santa</b>’ type event. Once signed up, you will be secretly paired with another person. Between <b>February 1st and the 28th</b>, you must create a present for your partner. This can be anything. A fic, a picture, a graphic or edit, a poem, a playlist - there is no limit to your creativity! Our only guideline is that you must put as much effort into your gift as you’d like to receive. Our fandom needs some kindness and positivity right now, so let’s treat each other to a little holiday surprise. </p><p>When you have been paired with another person, you will have the opportunity to answer some anonymous ice-breaker questions that only your partner will see. This is to help ensure you and your partner will receive a gift they will cherish (such as a drawing of their favourite ship, or a gifset of their favourite scene in the show). </p><p><b>Come the 28th of February, presents will be posted publicly on Tumblr.</b> Please follow the tag <a href="https://www.tumblr.com/tagged/hawkinsholidayhiatus?sort=recent">#hawkinsholidayhiatus</a> for updates, posts, and to eventually see your gift when the time comes! </p><p>If you have any questions, please send them to <a href="https://sevensided.tumblr.com/">sevensided </a>on Tumblr. Thank you, and happy gifting!</p><h2>RSVP by <b>January 31st</b> to be involved!</h2></blockquote>
<h2>PSA for Elfster! </h2><p>Hi, everyone! I’ve noticed a few people feel cautious over the <b>sign up process </b>for Elfster, which is the site we’re using to organise the Hawkins Holiday Hiatus. I want to point out that your address and other personal information (even your full or legal name) has <i>no bearing on whether you can participate or not. </i>The <b>only thing I need to know is your Tumblr username</b>! So, when it comes to signing up, please put in fake information or leave those sections blank. Preferably, set your name on the site as [First name] Tumblr URL, and [Surname] @Tumblr (e.g. sevensided @tumblr) We don’t need any identifying information at all to make the gift exchange work. I want everyone to know that your privacy is a priority for us. </p><p>Thank you!</p></blockquote>


<p>I&rsquo;m not creative enough to take part in this, but I&rsquo;m reblogging because I believe in building a better fan community.</p>
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Photo caption: <p>I haven’t been this happy to be from (suburban) Philly since Superbowl LII.<br/></p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://kaypeace21.tumblr.com/post/632772650648977408/hawkinslibrary-i-like-you-so-much-not-just-you" class="tumblr_blog">kaypeace21</a>:</p><blockquote><p><a href="https://hawkinslibrary.tumblr.com/post/632022999156031488/i-like-you-so-much-not-just-you-everything-that" class="tumblr_blog">hawkinslibrary</a>:</p><blockquote><p><small>I like you so much. Not just you, everything that comes with you. Your family, your boys.</small></p></blockquote>
<p>We love Boyce in this house. </p></blockquote>
<p>This is easily the best (established) relationship on the show so far. They were just so full of love for each other.<br/></p>
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<p><small><a href="/tagged/character-development">

#character development</a></small></p>
</blockquote>
<p>awww.</p>
</blockquote>
<p>It’s sad that this pair hasn’t really had much interaction since season 1. I always felt his closeness to El felt more genuine than Mike’s because of that character development.<br/></p>
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<p>Artistic talent deserves to be shared.<br/></p>
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<figure data-orig-height="185" data-orig-width="160" data-tumblr-attribution="wrathandruin-blog:O8KE_PrwsKEWIsYVFrADMA:ZJmGLthb4XEC"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/eb38276155b644cd2ad6e708a433e0af/a6df15d7fd710424-c6/s2048x3072/3bbf1e5067128461bf9c1ba8a8ba33b40e2a5946.gif" data-orig-height="185" data-orig-width="160" data-media-key="eb38276155b644cd2ad6e708a433e0af:a6df15d7fd710424-c6"/></figure><p><i>This post made me laugh, but honestly: I appreciate Sean Astin as both Samwise Gamgee and Bob Newby. They are both truly wonderful, sweet-hearted, loyal, brave characters that I would die for.</i></p>
<figure class="tmblr-full" data-orig-height="237" data-orig-width="540" data-tumblr-attribution="strangerthingsedits:K9qrI3MOozc9ZP9thMZZlg:ZY4vAi2RTCB6I"><img src="https://64.media.tumblr.com/6aceaddb379dedde592d1710778adcce/a6df15d7fd710424-d0/s2048x3072/18d698abb732a66c8b0faf93cd3302a9310b1e36.gif" data-orig-height="237" data-orig-width="540" data-media-key="6aceaddb379dedde592d1710778adcce:a6df15d7fd710424-d0"/></figure></blockquote>
<p>Come on, people! I remember Sean Astin as Mikey Walsh from The Goonies!<br/></p>
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<blockquote>
<blockquote><p><i>“Mike!”</i><br/></p></blockquote>
<p><i>The Spy</i>, Chapter Six | Stranger Things 2<br/></p>
</blockquote>
<p>Just imagine how helpless Mike felt here. It’s some good, subtle acting in that you can see how he’s barely keeping himself together. Will is in pain, but Mike just has no idea what he could possibly do about it. </p>
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<blockquote>
<blockquote><div><sub><i>Look, he’s not like you, Hopper. He’s not like me. He’s not like… most.</i></sub></div></blockquote>
<sub><b>STRANGER THINGS</b><br/>—<i> WILL BYERS IS GAY!</i></sub></blockquote>


<p>This is such a wonderful illustration of some of the points I was trying to make in my last post. I really need to start including visuals.</p>
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<p><a href="https://littleweirdoss.tumblr.com/post/187868344713/the-never-ending-circle-of-pain-and-confusion" class="tumblr_blog">littleweirdoss</a>:</p>
<blockquote>
<p>The <strike>never ending</strike> circle of pain and confusion 🔄</p>
<p><i>Endless Billy Hargrove parallel gifset (1/?)</i></p>
</blockquote>
<p>The real monster of stranger things is abusive fathers. </p>
</blockquote>
<p>The impact of abuse is illustrated well if you compare Billy to Will. Both had abusive dads and loving moms who split up, but whereas Will was nurtured by his mom, Billy was twisted by his dad. It’s tragic really. Billy may well have ended up more like Will had he been able to go with his mom. I wonder if their names being similar is an intentional choice.<br/><br/>Billy despises his dad, but it’s not safe for him to express it. He displaces these feelings onto others like Max instead. The cycle of abuse is powerful indeed. I think the saddest part is how hard it can be to protect kids from it. </p>
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Photo caption: <p><a href="https://janebycrs.tumblr.com/post/186839662775/203-308-so-that-makes-everything-you" class="tumblr_blog">janebycrs</a>:</p><blockquote><blockquote><p><sub>2.03 | 3.08<br/><i>So, that makes everything you said—it’s what? Just <b>bullshit</b>, too?</i></sub></p></blockquote></blockquote>
<p>I never thought to compare these two scenes before. They’re not as cleanly parallel as some others involving Mike and Nancy, but they still do the job of showing just how poorly the Wheelers are at faking emotions. Yeah, they can fake a relationship and everything that goes with it, but, in the end, Mike and Nancy, like their mother, know deep down that they aren’t in love.</p><p>Nancy manages to get out of this, though it takes her getting drunk and savaging Steve with brutal honesty. We don’t lie when we’re drunk, but alcohol can greatly diminish judgement, reduce social inhibitions, and impair the ability to focus. Put these together and we get a sort of truth serum because lies generally require conscious thought and effort. Nancy is being truthful when she says her relationship with Steve is bullshit and she doesn’t love him. She also balks when challenged to tell him after she’s sobered up. It’s an easy enough thing to lie about, but she’s unwilling to do so. This actually paints her in a sympathetic light, as it would look worse on her if she falsely told him she loved him. They separate, and they’re both happier now. Nancy was able to get justice for Barb, and, in the process, she found a better partner. Steve, unshackled by a relationship and other social pressures, is able to start to find his true self.</p><p>Mike doesn’t go through quite the same arc in Season 3 with El, but there are some similar threads, as highlighted by the above gifs. Mike’s inability to recall what he told El 3 months prior, despite it being an important moment, is used to show them as not being on the same page. If we look back at that moment in the cabin, Mike is fighting with basically everyone about how he’s treating El. It looks like he’s controlling her, but the truth slips out. “I love her and I can’t lose her again!” Now, most people focus on the first part of that and assume it means he’s in love with her. When taken together, however, the two parts of his statement suggest a deep concern for her and a desire to keep her safe. It can be interpreted that he isn’t in love with her as much as he just is terrified of something happening to her again. This fits well with how he prefers to stay cooped up in Hopper’s cabin with her since she’s safe there. By the end of the season, it looks like El is returning his declaration, but Mike can’t recall it to begin with. There’s no excuse here, as Mike wasn’t under the effects of any substance that would impair his memory. Mike has flaws, but memory has never been one of them. He never meant to say it at all, so it was never committed to his memory. He doesn’t return her “I love you” or the kiss itself, and looks completely baffled. </p><p>The fact that the shot ends in a way that we can see both of their reactions tells us we’re meant to contrast them. Mike has no idea what just happened. El looks like she’s accepting a terrible truth. One might say she’s upset at having to leave Mike, but it’s also possible she’s fully aware of Mike’s lack of response. She’s not storming off like Steve did, but she’s realizing, for the first time, that they aren’t perfect together. If the parallel continues, El will be able to pursue her true self now that she’s away from the pressure to be in a relationship, and Mike will be able to find happiness with someone who fits him better (coughWillcough).</p><p>This moment will likely dog Mike for the entirety of the time that passes between seasons. I can realistically see a more or less depressed Mike. He’ll be unable to function as he normally would. It’ll be like how he’s described during Season 2, even though we don’t really see it since he brightens up with Will. He won’t have Will though, nor will he likely have anyone who he’ll trust to help him through it. Seeing him talk to Robin would be neat, though. I included True Colors by Cyndi Lauper in my mockup soundtrack for Season 4 because I see it as fitting for Mike. If they spend 3 seasons showing Mike being terrified at losing El or Will, and then don’t show him struggling when he loses them both, then I may have to write a strongly worded letter to the Duffers.</p>
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<b>I love Kali</b>. Kali is the name of a Hindu goddess. </h2>
<p>Kali’s name means <i>“destroyer of all evil forces”</i> and in mythology she was considered “<i> a divine protector and the one who bestows liberation”</i>. However , the goddess Kali’s iconography is generally associated with death and violence and paradoxically (at the same time) “motherly love”. Kali is sometimes considered the goddess of death but more accurately she <i>“brings the death of ego</i>”. (Brenner is very egotistical in the novel). Nowhere in Hindi stories is she seen killing anything but demons (those who worked at Hawkins lab!)  She is considered one of “t<i>he most compassionate of the gods because she provides liberation to her children”. </i>Like her gang of misfits- and probably future numbers she’ll help. She is commonly depicted holding a sword and the head of a demon (Brenner). <i>“A latitude soul sees mother Kali as very sweet, affectionate, and overflowing with incomprehensible love for her children</i>” (the numbers and her gang of misfits). So the duffer brothers clearly never intended for her to be a villain but the living embodiment of the goddess Kali- and people are too blind to see what a great job they did. The Duffers literally said Kali was a yoda figure- so we are obviously not supposed to see her as a villain.  Kali isn’t perfect, but she is at heart a good person. And some of ya’ll refuse to see it. XD</p>
</blockquote>
<p>Am I doing this? I guess I’m doing this. Let’s see if I still have any followers afterwards. </p>
<p>I have what some may call criticisms of Kali that I don’t consider to be one-dimensional. I don’t really see them as criticisms, as I think Kali’s behavior makes sense for her character, but that doesn’t mean I’d like her if I knew her for real. For this post, I’d like to highlight a Developmental Psychology concept known as Multifinality. It’s a bit complex, but basically it’s the idea that individuals with similar backgrounds or histories can develop differently. It’s due to the fact that our lives are complex, and two individuals (such as two individuals raised in a lab) can have different protective and risk factors that influence where they end up.</p>
<p>Kali is a complex character, as are all Stranger Things characters to those who look beneath the surface presentation. She’s an abuse victim, much like El, and, to a lesser extent, Billy and Will. I had previously considered that Billy could have been a look at Will had he grown up with Lonnie instead of Joyce. Both of them grew up in households with an abusive father. Billy was an asshole, but his hostility and amoral behavior were largely the result of a cruel upbringing after his father drove away his mother. Will, on the other hand, ended up with his loving mother and brother. Similarly, one could look at El and Kali as being a similarly divergent pair. </p>
<p>Kali and El both grew up in more or less the same environment: a highly controlled lab run by “Papa.” They were both hidden away and carefully groomed to be weapons. Their point of divergence is what happens after they escape. Kali is a young woman on a crusade. Her entire life is one of vengeance and survival. We don’t know everything about her life, but we know at some point she got out of the lab and ended up running with a gang. She has spent much of her time since then getting revenge on those who wronged her. Nobody should blame her for this, and I’d argue her cause is righteous. One could certainly see why a gang would find Kali an appealing member, but we don’t really get to witness her meeting them. While they don’t seem to be a terribly violent gang, they are still morally dubious (think Chaotic Neutral). Still, this is the closest thing to a real family she’s ever known. </p>
<p>When El escaped she found herself with the Party, Joyce, and Hopper. While she was still sheltered away from the world for the most part, she was also treated as a person, a friend, and a daughter. Like Kali with the gang, the Hawkins crew takes advantage of El’s powers in order to try and save Will. There’s some bump moments with Mike and Lucas, but they all come to value her beyond her powers. Joyce, in particular, treats her as she might her own daughter had she had one. Hopper would also go on to adopt her, and, while there were some bumpy moments as they tried to adapt to being father and daughter, they realize they love each other. El was able to develop a sense of empathy that Kali simply couldn’t.</p>
<p>It isn’t Kali’s fault. Going from living in a lab to living on the streets with a gang doesn’t really afford a person opportunity for growth in this area. You can’t go far living outside the law if you’re concerned with how your actions affect others, even if your cause is justifiable. It’s sort of a case of (S)He Who Fights Monsters, though perhaps not quite to such an extent. In the course of getting her revenge and simply surviving, Kali has had to do things that she may have felt conflicted about. Over time, someone in that situation will need to handle the cognitive dissonance that comes with that through repression, rationalization, etc in order to keep pushing forward. She may have decided that the lab guard, Ray, needed to die for what he did (and one could argue she’s right), but Kali still brought a 13 year old along as a living weapon. To her. the ends justified the means. El couldn’t bring herself to do it when she realized there were kids present. Despite her own anger at Ray, El couldn’t bring herself to allow the kids to be orphaned. This doesn’t make Kali a cold-hearted monster, rather a product of her life experiences. That doesn’t excuse what she did, but it makes it understandable. Who among us could say, with certainty, that we wouldn’t do something similar if we had her life?</p>
<p>I’d be more keen to compare Kali to Vader than Yoda. There’s good in her, but she’s given in to her dark side out of anger. She doesn’t have the cruelty that Vader developed, but she is merciless to her enemies and she tempts El with power. She appeals to El’s fear and anger by invoking Brenner

 and she feels she needs El so badly that she’s willing to manipulate her much like Brenner had. She isn’t necessarily being mean here, and she does seem to genuinely care about El, but, to her, fear and anger are what make a person strong. El has learned that this is not true because she has learned the value of friends, family, and love. She appreciates what Kali has done in teaching her about her powers, but she knows it’s not where she belongs. If we follow the Star Wars analogy, El could be the Luke that pulls Kali back to the Light side of the Force, and hopefully with happier results. Kali deserves to see the good that life has to offer after everything she’s been through.</p>
<p>Ultimately, I can buy Kali as a destroyer of demons. She is very much focused on punishing those who deserve it. The details are in how she goes about doing it, and we can’t gloss over those dark aspects of her character just because she has a right to be full of vengeance. She’s not a villain, as she does have some empathy, it’s just underdeveloped. She’s more of an anti-hero, which arguably makes her more “real.” I do hope we get to see more of her, and that we get to explore aspects of her character besides her drive for revenge. I do think there’s plenty of room for her in Season 4 where we could see that more motherly aspect of the goddess Kali mentioned in the post above.</p>
</blockquote>

<p>I’d argue that Kali’s and El’s divergence was not right after they escape, but rather a while after, because iirc Kali mentioned having found a family that nevertheless couldn’t protect her from the bad guys. </p>
<p>But otherwise, yes. </p>
</blockquote>
<p>Yeah, I apparently forgot that detail. I really need to rewatch Season 2, but I’m afraid all the Mike and Will scenes will kill me after watching Season 3.</p>
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<b>I love Kali</b>. Kali is the name of a Hindu goddess. </h2>
<p>Kali’s name means <i>“destroyer of all evil forces”</i> and in mythology she was considered “<i> a divine protector and the one who bestows liberation”</i>. However , the goddess Kali’s iconography is generally associated with death and violence and paradoxically (at the same time) “motherly love”. Kali is sometimes considered the goddess of death but more accurately she <i>“brings the death of ego</i>”. (Brenner is very egotistical in the novel). Nowhere in Hindi stories is she seen killing anything but demons (those who worked at Hawkins lab!)  She is considered one of “t<i>he most compassionate of the gods because she provides liberation to her children”. </i>Like her gang of misfits- and probably future numbers she’ll help. She is commonly depicted holding a sword and the head of a demon (Brenner). <i>“A latitude soul sees mother Kali as very sweet, affectionate, and overflowing with incomprehensible love for her children</i>” (the numbers and her gang of misfits). So the duffer brothers clearly never intended for her to be a villain but the living embodiment of the goddess Kali- and people are too blind to see what a great job they did. The Duffers literally said Kali was a yoda figure- so we are obviously not supposed to see her as a villain.  Kali isn’t perfect, but she is at heart a good person. And some of ya’ll refuse to see it. XD</p>
</blockquote>
<p>Am I doing this? I guess I’m doing this. Let’s see if I still have any followers afterwards. </p><p>I have what some may call criticisms of Kali that I don’t consider to be one-dimensional. I don’t really see them as criticisms, as I think Kali’s behavior makes sense for her character, but that doesn’t mean I’d like her if I knew her for real. For this post, I’d like to highlight a Developmental Psychology concept known as Multifinality. It’s a bit complex, but basically it’s the idea that individuals with similar backgrounds or histories can develop differently. It’s due to the fact that our lives are complex, and two individuals (such as two individuals raised in a lab) can have different protective and risk factors that influence where they end up.</p><p>Kali is a complex character, as are all Stranger Things characters to those who look beneath the surface presentation. She’s an abuse victim, much like El, and, to a lesser extent, Billy and Will. I had previously considered that Billy could have been a look at Will had he grown up with Lonnie instead of Joyce. Both of them grew up in households with an abusive father. Billy was an asshole, but his hostility and amoral behavior were largely the result of a cruel upbringing after his father drove away his mother. Will, on the other hand, ended up with his loving mother and brother. Similarly, one could look at El and Kali as being a similarly divergent pair. </p><p>Kali and El both grew up in more or less the same environment: a highly controlled lab run by “Papa.” They were both hidden away and carefully groomed to be weapons. Their point of divergence is what happens after they escape. Kali is a young woman on a crusade. Her entire life is one of vengeance and survival. We don’t know everything about her life, but we know at some point she got out of the lab and ended up running with a gang. She has spent much of her time since then getting revenge on those who wronged her. Nobody should blame her for this, and I’d argue her cause is righteous. One could certainly see why a gang would find Kali an appealing member, but we don’t really get to witness her meeting them. While they don’t seem to be a terribly violent gang, they are still morally dubious (think Chaotic Neutral). Still, this is the closest thing to a real family she’s ever known. </p><p>When El escaped she found herself with the Party, Joyce, and Hopper. While she was still sheltered away from the world for the most part, she was also treated as a person, a friend, and a daughter. Like Kali with the gang, the Hawkins crew takes advantage of El’s powers in order to try and save Will. There’s some bump moments with Mike and Lucas, but they all come to value her beyond her powers. Joyce, in particular, treats her as she might her own daughter had she had one. Hopper would also go on to adopt her, and, while there were some bumpy moments as they tried to adapt to being father and daughter, they realize they love each other. El was able to develop a sense of empathy that Kali simply couldn’t.</p><p>It isn’t Kali’s fault. Going from living in a lab to living on the streets with a gang doesn’t really afford a person opportunity for growth in this area. You can’t go far living outside the law if you’re concerned with how your actions affect others, even if your cause is justifiable. It’s sort of a case of (S)He Who Fights Monsters, though perhaps not quite to such an extent. In the course of getting her revenge and simply surviving, Kali has had to do things that she may have felt conflicted about. Over time, someone in that situation will need to handle the cognitive dissonance that comes with that through repression, rationalization, etc in order to keep pushing forward. She may have decided that the lab guard, Ray, needed to die for what he did (and one could argue she’s right), but Kali still brought a 13 year old along as a living weapon. To her. the ends justified the means. El couldn’t bring herself to do it when she realized there were kids present. Despite her own anger at Ray, El couldn’t bring herself to allow the kids to be orphaned. This doesn’t make Kali a cold-hearted monster, rather a product of her life experiences. That doesn’t excuse what she did, but it makes it understandable. Who among us could say, with certainty, that we wouldn’t do something similar if we had her life?</p><p>I’d be more keen to compare Kali to Vader than Yoda. There’s good in her, but she’s given in to her dark side out of anger. She doesn’t have the cruelty that Vader developed, but she is merciless to her enemies and she tempts El with power. She appeals to El’s fear and anger by invoking Brenner

 and she feels she needs El so badly that she’s willing to manipulate her much like Brenner had. She isn’t necessarily being mean here, and she does seem to genuinely care about El, but, to her, fear and anger are what make a person strong. El has learned that this is not true because she has learned the value of friends, family, and love. She appreciates what Kali has done in teaching her about her powers, but she knows it’s not where she belongs. If we follow the Star Wars analogy, El could be the Luke that pulls Kali back to the Light side of the Force, and hopefully with happier results. Kali deserves to see the good that life has to offer after everything she’s been through.</p><p>Ultimately, I can buy Kali as a destroyer of demons. She is very much focused on punishing those who deserve it. The details are in how she goes about doing it, and we can’t gloss over those dark aspects of her character just because she has a right to be full of vengeance. She’s not a villain, as she does have some empathy, it’s just underdeveloped. She’s more of an anti-hero, which arguably makes her more “real.” I do hope we get to see more of her, and that we get to explore aspects of her character besides her drive for revenge. I do think there’s plenty of room for her in Season 4 where we could see that more motherly aspect of the goddess Kali mentioned in the post above.</p>
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<blockquote><blockquote><p>You know, they do say it makes you <i>crazy.</i></p></blockquote></blockquote>

<p>It&rsquo;s little things like this that have fans like me convinced that one of three things is true:</p><p>1) Mike and Will&rsquo;s relationship will grow beyond friendship.</p><p>2) The Duffers are gay-baiting fans with subtext.</p><p>3) The Duffers somehow stumbled into an accidental romantic subplot.</p>
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